A Toronto inventor may hold
the key to Entebbe

By David Jones

wo books have now been written

on the danng raid which rescued

103 hijack hostages from Entebbe
airport on July 3, 1976. Numerous inter-
views and official explanations have been
iven, yet the puzzle remains. How did
¢ Israeli rescue mission manage to clude
the radar of six nations lying beneath or
a}ongsid;: its flight path, including that of

Usla}xlnda.

¢ answer to the Entebbe mm

may lic with a 64-year-old applianc
repairman and heart patient. ‘Fl‘:c first
hint of Sid Hurwich’s connection with the
raid filtered out last June at a ceremony
in Toronto's Beth Tzedec synagogue.
-where Hurwich was presented with the
award of Protectors of the State of Israel
on behalf of the Zionist Organization of
Canada for a secret military device he
had given Israel seven years carlier. Six
weeks later an item aggcamd in the
Toronto Star linking the Hurwich device
to the raid on %nl}::bbc. The v;nr;_ .st:met.-él;l

icked it up and the 100k off aroun:

&e world.p s _
The most detailed account ap in
Foreign Repont, a confidential diplomatic
journal produced by England’s presti-
gious Economist magazine. In an un-
signed article a tly based on Isracli
sources, the publication reports that “all
that could be leamed offically was that
[Hurwich's] invention had been used in
the Isracli raid at Entebbe last year” The
artide claims the invention “sends out
clectronic rays to alter the natural com-
positionfof the oxtx_ugnetic ficlds and
centres of gravity of weapons, instrument
dials and’ mcgama.l devices..On the
Hurwich principle there was no reason
mbtl};e new beams oould not r&mdx and
» l I H l s
and complete radar systems. The beams
could also be tacked together to form a
screen that would make whole zones safe
from bombs or missiles. The Israelis will
not divulge what tests have been run, or
how the Hurwich ray has been developed™
According to his daughter, Sylvia
Winkler, Hurwich “was around 9 when
he started buying broken bicycles and
utting them together, and when any-
out appliances. he would pick

thera up and put them together?
By 1934, with no training beyond high
school, Hurwich had won a reputation as
the first private appliancé repairman in
Canada-before that wuﬁc—
turers did repairs. By the beginning of the
Secon d War he was known as a
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l‘vegousu. 64, was given th
tions on metals used in appliances, the
rcpairbusin&lookoﬂll%’lhehad
built it up into Shock ic, which
remains one of the businesses of |
isldndinjl‘aon&o.lnanoﬂxab\mdm.

1950 just about killed him, he sold the
business and went into a comfortable
retirement at the age of 36, - -

he idea for the Hurwich ray came

to him one evening in as he

read about a rash of robberics from
bank night it vaults, “It just clicked
what to do} Hurwich says. “I picked up
the phone to the police—I knew a lot
of the boys—and I told them I think I
mnh‘s)gthmcthicvaicsinabomhﬂf
an .

Hurwich went to work in his basement
with $50 worth of parts, and within
a week had assembled
to test his s
then head of the :
assembled police and bank secunty,
officials at Hurwich's home. “All I can
recall” says Bolton “is that it was under
the table-the device, whatever it was—
and there was a _ d‘ovul' the m$£
He froze my service revolver. ¥0
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Protector of the State of Israe! award by the Zionist Organlzation for his “military device™

it up off the tablc and even on the table
you couldn't pull the trigger”

Hurwich continues: “And then I said
‘Now take a look at your watches:® |
remember one of them ‘said, ‘When did
this ? and I said, “The minute
walk that door. You walked
in there about 25 minutes ago. Now Jook
at your watches. You're late about 25
minutes’” . ' :
t  Asthe ity officers filed out of his

home, Hurwich’s wife overheard one of
them suggest that the army should be
told about the device, “That was the first
time it cver entered mynﬁnd!&rcw!a;nor
army purposes or anythin v
Hmywidzsays. He went to work in
his basement. When he felt the device
was ready he contacted a brother living in
Israel. Hurwich has never been o Israel
himself but he felt “they needed it more
than anybody, what with the Arabs sa

ingth;{d like to push everyone into the’
sca.w

urwich received a”visit shortly
afierward from two high-ranking Isra
officers. After a brief demonstration they
walked out wath tne working uiodci aid
every plan and design Hurwich had.

urwich insists his device is not

an invention. He says he simpl
one of the oldest basic principles of
clectricity and put it to a different use”

- plains Dr.
. consulting engineer. “It sounds to me like
- a vexahlgh-mtcnsity clcctromafnclic

omam————

Which principle he won't say, just as he
ﬂl;ssmdmmmmmlt
works on objects m?'
current, he says. It can be aimed and its
range depends on its power source,
“Any et will

oward ite, a Toronto

field that he is able to project, but { don't
know how he is generating it” White
shakes his head skeptically. “From jam-
ming a few guns to jamming electronic
equpment at long range is a very large-
leap. But anything’s possible?

urwich has never patented his

device-he doesn'’t believe in pat-

eats. “It's so easy 10 copy; hesays.
“P've copied things from patents. Just
make a minor change where they'd have
a tough time in court proving I'd broken
the patenC Nor has he received any

for his invention. Oppenheimer
and Co. of New York wrote recently 1o
“offer any service to assist in dcter-
wining the commerrial feasibility of vour
work, and exploring avenues to bring your
work 10 useful commercial "
Hurwich says “at this stage money doesn't
enter my mind. 1 am not a youngster
and ] can't take it with, me”q
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